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Helpful Links:
Apply now through Culture Leicestershire
Find out more about Mountsorrel Library and Leicestershire Library Service
Find out more about Culture Leicestershire’s projects here
__________________________________________________________________________________
Commissioning Organisation: Leicestershire County Council 
Team: Culture Leicestershire (CuL)
Location: Mountsorrel Library, Church House, The Green, Mountsorrel, LE12 7AS
Project Delivery Timeframes:  Workshops in June 2026, final creative outcome ready for September 2026
Commission Amount: £3500
Application Deadline: 5th May 2026


The Project: Creative Expression in Mountsorrel Library
We are seeking a Creative Practitioner to plan, develop and lead creative activity that engages with Christ Church & St Peters C Of E Primary School (the local primary school) KS2 children with Mountsorrel Library. The activity will be cocreated with the children, engaging their imagination and creativity. The project will result in a creative output that enhances the library for children. The project also seeks to secure a long-term partnership between the school and library.

We want your ideas for a creative output! What would make the library space more exciting, enticing and have a long-term use? You might want to draw inspiration from the National Year of Reading and the local area (contemporary, we are not looking for a heritage project) and it must be able to be used/seen in the children’s library and mustn’t require fixing to any part of the building, please also consider how volunteers could use and store the output, all the time keeping cocreation in mind. We are open to your ideas and look forward to being inspired!

Creative Expression in Libraries is part of Culture Leicestershire’s Arts Council England funded National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) programme of work. We seek to offer exciting community projects developed and delivered by Creative Practitioners with the aim of engaging children and families in our library offer with cocreation embedded throughout.


Aims 
· To help meet Arts Council England’s 'Let's Create' aims and ambitions. 
· Children from local primary school engaged in the library
· Creative sessions to be held in the library
· Strengthen the relationship between school and library
· Have a creative output that can be used in the library
· Co created with children/school

Creative Practitioner Requirements 
· Conceive idea for output, cocreate and produce a creative output.
· Plan, manage, deliver and facilitate a series of sessions /workshops that cocreate a creative output that will enhance the library for children.
· Write and share risk assessments.
· Collaborate regularly with Culture Leicestershire staff, Mountsorrel Library and school staff and volunteers. 
· Work with library volunteers.
· Manage the budget and provide a comprehensive audit trail.
· Consider the environmental impact of any materials used.

Skills and Experience
· Demonstrable relevant experience of connecting with communities using creativity as a catalyst. 
· Experience of working within the Cultural and or library sectors and the benefits of engagement.  
· Strong skills in planning, delivering and co-creating participatory artwork with local people and families from a variety of backgrounds. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk200480179]Experience of working with primary school aged children in a creative way.
· Ability to include children with additional needs.
· An understanding of the health and safety requirements of working with families in a library setting.
· Experience working with community groups, volunteers and partners.
· Able to offer innovative ideas that provide something new, inspirational, and dynamic, considering the legacy of the project.
· Good communication skills across a wide range of partners/stakeholders. 

Timeframes
· We anticipate at 4 sessions in June/July 2026 with 4 different Year 3 and 5 classes taking place at the library. The output to be made for September 2026 launch.
· Dates to be agreed by mutual consent and negotiation between all partners
Working On and Off-Site 
· We anticipate sessions taking place at the library but a planning visit to the school may be required.
Application Information
Please enter a submission using the application form linked at the top of this document, including the following information: 
· A proposal for a creative project potentially resulting in a creative output/legacy that delivers against the outlined expectations above.
· Any skills or experience (see above requirements) that demonstrates suitability for this project, including photographs or links to any relevant previous work.
· Details of how the proposed workshops would run and how cocreation would be embedded.
· An outline of envisaged timescales for all stages of the project i.e. research, planning, delivery and evaluation. 
· A rough idea of session plans. 
· A breakdown of how you would use the budget (please see the application form for more details). It is acceptable not to use all the budget, but it is ring-fenced for this work so you should use it all as far as possible. Please note that Culture Leicestershire recognises the Artist’s Union pay guidance.   
· Details of insurance and liability to deliver the proposed project, or intention to obtain this. 
· Any envisaged subcontracting.

Please send through any supplementary documentation, including visual/ audio representations of your output, pictures of previous work etc, alongside your application form. 

Please note, we are aware applicants will have varied experience as a Creative Practitioner. Examples of your work can include professional commissions, course work and personal projects. We view the ability to identify areas where you may require more support as a positive, so please respond to each bullet point stating if there is any additional support you would require.  


Budget 
The fee available is £3500. This should include all your time including research, planning, delivery, materials, and additional costs. A strong expression of interest will show a breakdown of costs and clearly demonstrate how the budget will be spent. For example: 

· Time- this could be a price per participatory session including preparation time, delivery of the session and travel. 
· Materials- this should be broken down into costs for participation materials or outcome processes. 
· Additional costs- these may include your transportation, administration, technical services. 

Payment Terms
Please be aware that subject to our payment terms, the successful Creative Practitioner will be paid 50% upfront and 50% on project completion. If you are not already a supplier with Leicestershire County Council, you will be required to self-register before payment can be issued. 
________________________________________________________________________________


Additional Information

Support
You will be supported primarily by the Cultural Participation Worker leading the project. You will be introduced to the staff on site at the library. As part of your induction, you will be guided through LCC policies and procedures and receive an induction booklet with all the information you need for reference. You will have regular contact with the project leader, including regular scheduled planning meetings. You may also be supported by volunteers and have access to our volunteering team’s expertise in supporting and managing volunteers should you require it. 

Unsuccessful Applicants 
Applicants that have been shortlisted will be invited to an informal interview. Unsuccessful applicants will receive feedback, and contact details will be kept on file (with permission) for future projects.


Terms And Conditions 
· To abide by Leicestershire County Council’s data protection and GDPR, including social media and photography policies.
· Leicestershire County Council is committed to ensuring that its services, policies, and practices are free from discrimination and prejudice and that they meet the needs of all sections of the community. All provision is expected to be in accordance with this principle. 
· As a consultant you agree to grant full copyright license and ownership to Leicestershire County Council to use any final artwork, resource or creative output resulting from the project, in any manner they deem appropriate. 
· For all or any aspects of the project to be photographed and filmed for the purpose of promotion or training.


About Mountsorrel Library 
Opened in 2007, Mountsorrel Library is a modern, well-equipped space at the heart of the village.  Managed by Mountsorrel Parish Council on behalf of Leicestershire County Council since 2019, the library is run by a dedicated team of volunteers supported by their volunteer coordinator.

Alongside its core offer of book lending and computer access, the library hosts a wide range of community events and activities.  Popular sessions include Storytimes, Lego Club, family history support, and a friendly stitching group – ensuring there is something for all ages and interests.

Spread across two floors, the main library occupies the ground floor, while the first floor provides flexible room-hire space and a home for the local heritage group.  

Mountsorrel is a historic village in north Leicestershire that has seen rapid expansion in recent years.

About Culture Leicestershire
Our Vision
Create space to spark imagination, celebrate communities & enhance wellbeing.
Mission
Work to shape Leicestershire as a place with a rich and distinctive history that values its heritage, engages its communities, welcomes those who visit the county and works together to ensure a future for the past.
Purpose
Our Libraries, Collections and Learning, Heritage and Cultural Participation services come together as Culture Leicestershire.
Together we deliver a diverse, inclusive, accessible and engaging cultural offer focussing on health and wellbeing; building great communities, improving opportunities and helping to build a strong local economy. 
We are a National Portfolio Organisation (NPO), supporting the delivery of the County Council’s strategic outcomes and Arts Council England’s Let’s Create strategy.
The purpose of Leicestershire Museums is to safeguard the rich and irreplaceable natural and human heritage of Leicestershire and provide an accessible, engaging, innovative, sustainable and responsive service of the highest quality.
We enable people to explore and shape their local, national and international connections both now and from the past. We do this through volunteering opportunities across the service, and by diversifying opportunities for local people to participate in ways that work for them. 


2

image1.jpeg
Supported using public funding by

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND




image2.png
Lelcestershlre
CountyCounaI

C|ILLURE

LEICESTERSHIRE





