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Helpful Links:
Apply now through Culture Leicestershire

Find out more about Making Leicestershire My Home | Culture Leicestershire - Heritage, Libraries, Collections and Learning
Welcome to Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre and Country Park | Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre

Find out more about Culture Leicestershire’s projects here
__________________________________________________________________________________
Commissioning Organisation: Culture Leicestershire, Cultural Participation Team, Leicestershire County Council

Location: Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre, Ambion Ln, Sutton Cheney, Nuneaton CV13 0AD and community venues in Leicestershire

Commission Amount: £6000  

Application Deadline: 16th November 2026

For informal enquiries, please contact:  Amarjeet Singh, Cultural Participation Worker, 01163059644 Amarjeet.singh@leics.gov.uk

The Project:
Journeys and Roots – Inspired by Bosworth

‘Making Leicestershire My Home’ is part of Culture Leicestershire's wider programme celebrating the histories, experiences and contributions of the people who have shaped our county over thousands of years. Leicestershire has been shaped by journeys, from historic routes travelled across the landscape to the personal journeys that bring people to, through and within the county today. We are seeking an experienced artist and Creative Practitioner with a strong track record in community engagement, co-creation and participatory arts, as well as some experience of working within a museum setting or exploring historical collections and contexts with diverse audiences, to design and deliver creative workshops exploring the theme of Journeys and Roots.

Working with local groups and communities, participants will create contemporary ‘pilgrim’ badges inspired by examples from the museum collection and share the stories behind them. These stories are a fundamental part of the commission, providing the context, meaning and interpretation that will accompany the finished work. The badges will be displayed on a ‘traveller's cloak,’ inspired by garments worn in the past. Together, the cloak, badges and stories will form a collective representation of the experiences, identities and connections that shape Leicestershire today. The appointed Creative Practitioner will determine the artistic approach, methods and materials used, and the badges may be created through a range of artistic processes. The chosen approach should be inclusive and accessible to participants with differing needs and abilities, enable participants' individual designs to be represented as authentically as possible, and be achievable within the timescales of the project. We welcome alternative proposals for how the badges and cloak could be created, connected, or displayed where these align with the aims of the project. Please outline any alternative approach within your application.

As the intention is to formally accession the final pieces into the museum collection, all materials, construction methods, and attachment systems must meet agreed conservation, sustainability and preservation requirements. The final creative pieces must also be suitable for initial display at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre.

Aims 

· To co-create lasting artistic outcomes that explore contemporary themes of home, identity, belonging, journeys, and roots.
· To provide welcoming, inclusive spaces for participants to share, exchange, and capture personal stories and perspectives. 
· To support participant wellbeing through creativity, social connection, and cultural engagement.
· To help establish Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre as an accessible, vibrant, and connected cultural venue.
· To enable participants to contribute to a collective creative outcome that reflects contemporary life in Leicestershire.
· To celebrate the diverse experiences that continue to shape Leicestershire communities. 
· To support Arts Council England's strategic ambitions around creativity, engagement, and participation.

Creative Practitioner Requirements 
The successful Creative Practitioner will:
· Present an overall creative vision which participants can contribute to and help shape.
· Plan, manage, deliver, and facilitate a programme of creative workshops at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre and selected community venues.
· Design engaging activities that encourage participants to explore themes of journeys, roots, home, identity and belonging.
· Facilitate the co-creation of a textile-based artwork and a collection of contemporary pilgrim badges inspired by the project themes and heritage context.
· Collaborate sensitively with participants' stories, experiences, and lived perspectives.
· Support participants to contribute meaningfully to the development of the final creative outcomes whilst ensuring artistic quality and cohesion.
· Collaborate regularly with Culture Leicestershire staff, Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre staff, Collections and Exhibition Team, volunteers, and project partners.
· Attend planning meetings and project review meetings as required.
· Plan, manage and facilitate a celebration event or sharing opportunity for participants at project completion.
· Provide content suitable for project promotion and participant recruitment where appropriate.
· Provide photographic documentation of workshop activity and artwork development using organisational consent procedures.
· Devise and share risk assessments for workshops, events, and associated activity.
· Support participant registration, monitoring, and evaluation requirements.
· Manage the project budget and maintain a clear audit trail of expenditure.
· Consider environmental sustainability in the selection and use of materials.
· Work within Culture Leicestershire's intellectual property, permissions, and safeguarding requirements. Any significant use of generative AI tools should be disclosed. Full intellectual property arrangements will be set out in the commissioning contract.

Skills and Experience

Applicants should demonstrate:
· Experience of planning and delivering participatory arts projects with community groups.
· Experience of, and skills in relevant creative disciplines.
· Experience of co-creation and community-led creative practice.
· Experience of facilitating workshops with participants from diverse backgrounds and with differing abilities and needs.
· Effective communication, organisational and partnership-working skills.
· Experience of developing high-quality creative outcomes from participant contributions.
· An understanding of safeguarding and inclusive practice.
· Knowledge of health and safety requirements when delivering community-based creative activity.
· Experience of working with themes relating to identity, heritage, storytelling, place or belonging.
· Experience of working with museums, heritage sites or collections is desirable.
· A current DBS certificate or willingness to obtain one.
Timeframe 

Dates will be confirmed after appointment.

Deadline for expression of interest: 16th November
Proposed dates for informal discussion: W/C 16th November, date TBC 
Planning stage to start: 7th December
Provisional date for activity: 18th January
Date for completion of output: End of March 2027
Celebration event date: Mid/End April 2027

Application Information

Please enter a submission using the application form linked at the top of this document, including the following information: 

Project Proposal

· A proposal that responds to the themes outlined in this brief.
· Your proposed approach to engaging participants in creative exploration of journeys and roots within Leicestershire.
· How participants will contribute to and help shape the final outcomes.
· Initial thoughts on how the cloak, contemporary ‘pilgrim’ badges and wider creative outcomes could be approached.


Skills and Experience

· Evidence of relevant experience and suitability for this commission.
· Photographs, links, or examples of previous work where appropriate.


Delivery 

· Details of how workshops could take place across Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre and community settings in Leicestershire.
· Consideration of accessibility, inclusion, and participant engagement.
· A rough outline of session structure and delivery approach.

Creative Outcome

· Consideration of longevity, robustness and environmental impact.

Project Management

· An outline timetable covering planning, delivery, and completion stages.
· An overview of your approach to safeguarding, risk management, and project delivery.


Budget Breakdown

Please provide a clear budget breakdown demonstrating how the commission would be delivered. Culture Leicestershire recognises Artist’s Union pay guidance regarding artist pay and welcomes realistic budgeting that demonstrates value for money and supports high-quality delivery.


Additional Information

· Details of public liability insurance or intention to obtain this.
· DBS status.
· Any anticipated subcontracting arrangements.


Please send through any supplementary documentation, including visual representations of your output, pictures of previous work and any other relevant supporting material alongside your application form.

Please note, we are aware applicants will have varied experience as a Creative Practitioner. Examples of your work can include professional commissions, coursework, and personal projects. We view the ability to identify areas where you may require more support as a positive, so please respond to each bullet point stating if there is any additional support you would require. 

Budget 

The fee available is £6000

This should include all your time including research, planning, delivery, materials, editing and post-production (as necessary) and additional costs. A strong expression of interest will show a breakdown of costs and clearly demonstrate how the budget will be spent. 


This may include:

· Planning 
· Workshop delivery.
· Materials and resources. – break these down into costs for participation materials or outcome processes. 
· Travel and expenses: Prioritising cost-effective choices.
· Administration and project management.
· Any additional costs associated with your proposed approach.

Payment Terms

Please note that, in line with our payment terms, the successful Creative Practitioner will receive 50% of the commission fee at the start of the project and 50% on completion. Payments are normally made within 30 days of receipt of a correctly completed invoice, subject to approval by Finance. We will provide full invoicing guidance during induction to support the process and help avoid any unnecessary delays. If you are not already a supplier with Leicestershire County Council, you will be required to self-register before payment can be processed.

Additional Information

Support

To ensure your success in this role, you will receive full project support and a comprehensive induction:
· Project Leadership: You will work directly with the Cultural Participation Worker, including regular, scheduled planning meetings.
· Onboarding & Resources: We will introduce you to the on-site staff, guide you through LCC policies, and provide a reference induction booklet.
· Volunteer Support: You may be assisted by volunteers where required and can access our volunteering team’s management expertise at any time.

Unsuccessful Applicants 

Applicants that have been shortlisted will be invited to an informal discussion. Unsuccessful applicants can request feedback which will be considered depending on volume of requests and contact details will be kept on file (with permission) for future projects.

Terms and Conditions 

· To comply with Leicestershire County Council's data protection, GDPR, social media and photography policies. Leicestershire County Council is committed to ensuring that its services, policies, and practices are free from discrimination and prejudice and that they meet the needs of all sections of the community. All provision is expected to be in accordance with this principle. 
· As a consultant, you agree to grant full copyright licence and ownership to Leicestershire County Council to use any final creative pieces, resource or creative output resulting from the project, in any manner they deem appropriate. 
· To permit all or any aspects of the project to be photographed and filmed for the purposes of promotion and training.

The Local Area 
Located in south-west Leicestershire, close to the Warwickshire border, Market Bosworth is a historic market town that has long played a key role in the life of the surrounding area. Alongside nearby villages including Sutton Cheney, Cadeby, Osbaston, Nailstone and Barlestone, it forms part of a connected network of rural settlements with a strong sense of local identity and place. Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre, situated in nearby Sutton Cheney, is one of Leicestershire's most significant heritage sites and is associated with the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. The site welcomes a wide range of visitors, including local residents, schools, community groups, and tourists, and offers museum displays, collections, learning spaces, public events, and volunteering opportunities.
As part of Culture Leicestershire's wider heritage and cultural offer, the site helps people engage with the stories, history, and landscapes of the area. The successful Creative Practitioner will be based primarily at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre, with some activity potentially taking place at community venues across Market Bosworth and the surrounding villages.
About Culture Leicestershire

Our Vision
Create space to spark imagination, celebrate communities & enhance wellbeing.

Mission
Work to shape Leicestershire as a place with a rich and distinctive history that values its heritage, engages its communities, welcomes those who visit the county and works together to ensure a future for the past.

Purpose
Our Libraries, Collections and Learning, Heritage and Cultural Participation services come together as Culture Leicestershire.

Together we deliver a diverse, inclusive, accessible, and engaging cultural offer focussing on health and wellbeing, building great communities, improving opportunities, and helping to build a strong local economy. 
We are a National Portfolio Organisation (NPO), supporting the delivery of the County Council’s strategic outcomes and Arts Council England’s strategic framework. The purpose of Leicestershire Museums is to safeguard the rich and irreplaceable natural and human heritage of Leicestershire and provide an accessible, engaging, innovative, sustainable, and responsive service of the highest quality. We enable people to explore and shape their local, national, and international connections both now and from the past. We do this through volunteering opportunities across the service, and by diversifying opportunities for local people to participate in ways that work for them. 
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